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Commander’s Message 
September is al-
ready here and 
before you know 
it the weather will 
be cooling off and 
summer will be 

over.  Traditionally this is the slow 
time of the year at LZ 639 and 
bingo, this is true again this year, it 
was expected and we will get 
through it ok.  Thanks to a dona-
tion from Bill and Jim Vermillion, 
we were able to purchase a metal 
covering for the outdoor stage.  
Ron Jackson will erect this struc-
ture and he will need lots of help 
doing so.  If you can help please 
contact Ron.  This is a big project 
and a very important one for your 
post.  I have had a lot of requests 
for a fish fry so Saturday Septem-
ber, 19th at 6 pm we are putting 
one on.  It's all you can eat with all 
the sides, and for those of you who 
do not do fish there will be a 
baked half chicken on the menu.  
Jeff Anderson is ram-rodding this 
and has a reputation for putting on 
great feeds.  Join us for din-
ner; also there will be entertain-
ment after dinner with Chris Fos-
ter's Karaoke.  I am pleased to an-
nounce Bruce Erb is home recov-
ering from his accident.  He will 
be a while getting back in shape 
but full recovery is expected. We 
sure miss his humor at LZ 639.  
All of your new Post officers are 
installed and are looking forward 
to another successful year for your 

post.  Keep supporting your post 
and the results will be evident. 

Jack  Martin 

From Your Chaplain  
We have three 
members that 
have gone to the 
Post Everlasting:  
Mike Penn, 
PUFL joined in 

2008 - Robert Weeks, PUFL 
joined in 1965 and David Grimes 
who joined in 1993.  These mem-
bers will be greatly missed at our 
Post please keep their families in 
your thoughts and prayers. 

Cindy Forrest is a new Grand-
mother!  Want to bring a smile to 
her face just ask her about the new 
grandbaby then stand back and 
look!!  Jim Cox was in the hospital 
but looked good at the August 
meeting.  Spook was in the hospi-
tal also but is out now and looking 
like, "Spook".  Good to see Jay 
D’Andrea walking now. We have 
a new Evel Knievel at our Post, 
Bruce Erb tried to fly over the 
hood of a car for about 25 feet 
without injury - WRONG!  I went 
with Ron Jackson to visit Bruce in 
the emergency room and he was 
not in good spirits.  One foot was 
facing one way the other foot fac-

ing the other way; he wasn't sure 
which way to turn his head.  He is 
improving slowly.  Keep our men 
and women in the military and their 
families and our POW's and MIA's 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

P.S. - Did you know the days are 
getting shorter?  It is dark at 7:30 
now. 

Bob Carroll 

Finance Report 
Those of you that at-
tended the last Gen-
eral Membership 
Meeting may recall 
that the finance report 
contained caution 

about declining activity at LZ 639 
and some optimism in that August 
has historically been a less active 
month. 

As this is written, we are nearly 
through the month of August and 
our activity at LZ 639 has contin-
ued to be less than desirable, how-
ever, a few functions that were 
moved indoors due to the rain early 
in the month have helped us to 
maintain an adequate income level 
to meet expenses. 

By the time the newsletter is 
mailed, we will have a full year of 
income and expense records in our 
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bookkeeping system.  This will 
allow us to make a detailed analy-
sis of the past years finances, in-
cluding monthly variations.  These 
trends will be a good information 
source for making recommenda-
tions to the E-Board regarding fi-
nancial status and budgeting for 
the 2009-2010 term of officers. 

When you see one of the volun-
teers that cook, work on Post fa-
cilities, staff the Bingo games or 
work on other fund raisers, we all 
should be sure and thank them.  
They are a big part of our fund 
raising and cost reduction efforts 
this past year. 

During this past year, we have 
not borrowed from a financial 
institution to meet expenses. 

Gary Bockman 

Bar & Kitchen  
 
Hello from 
LZ639.  Things 
have been a little 
slow due to vaca-
tions, fishing etc, 
but we are still 

here to serve you when you get 
back.  Our lunches are still going 
good, we serve on Friday 11am to 
2pm.  If you have not tried a Papa-
burger you are missing out, it is 
the best burger in town thanks to 
Don Wallis , he volunteers every 
Thursday to cook for you.  We 
now have pizza's on the menu 
these are hand made and are very 
good ,try one .  We are having a 
Fish fry September, 19th at 6:00 
PM with karaoke. Chris Foster en-
tertaining you so come on down 

and have some food drink and 
dance, you can sing if you can 
carry a tune.  We have a new Bar-
tender, her name is Lindsay Evans, 
so stop by and say hi to her.  We 
have the nicest Post in the State 
and it is here for you to enjoy. 

Connie Johnston           
Clubroom Supervisor 

Ladies Auxiliary  

August has been a 
productive month 
for the ladies. 
Sherwood School 
was overwhelmed 
when the school 
supplies they re-

quested were delivered by Julie 
and I this past week.  I am proud 
to be part of a group that cares for 
our communities’ children.  Many, 
many thanks should go to all of 
you for voting for this action.  All 
of you who have assisted with the 
funeral dinners are greatly appreci-
ated.  Some great food has been 
provided.  Families expressed their 
deepest appreciation and com-
mented on how good everything 
was, job well done.  Monday 
lunches are continuing to stay in 
“the black”.  Anyone wishing to 
cook for a week; please call and 
we will get you scheduled.  Please 
get your ideas for Oktoberfest 
ready for the next general meeting.  
Remember, we need you and your 
ideas and assistance with all our 
activities. 

Marlene Williams 

Sons of the Legion  

Our monthly meeting 
will now be every first 
Tuesday, beginning in 
Sept, 7pm in the 
kitchen during the 

General  Meeting. We need more of 
you to come and help out as well as 
come to the meetings. We cannot 
continue on this way with just 3 or 
4 people doing all of the work all 
the time. Please find the time to 
help out before the ones that do 
help out, give out! Sitting or stand-
ing at the bar is not helping! You 
know who you are and so do I! 
I would like to thank Lenny Miller 
and Stan Anderson for always be-
ing there to do whatever the Sons 
need them to do.. If it's carpentry or 
cooking, they are always there. 
Lloyd, Ricky T, and Brad, thank 
you for doing what you do for us! 
You are very much appreciated.. 
It's nice to know the Sons can de-
pend on these guys to get the job 
done. Thank you guys for all your 
hard work! 
There are a lot of things that we can 
do for the Post, but it takes help 
from more than 4 or 5 people. We 
need input on things for the Sons, 
in the future, as well. We need to 
pull together and become a team 
again. Please come to the meetings 
and show your support. We'll be 
waiting for you. Oh, by the way, 
the new membership cards are in 
too! Have a great September! 
�
Lance Shockley 
SAL Commander�
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FROM THE WEB  

Well, I took long 
enough to get the 
Nixon veto of HB 
620 on the web, but 
it is there now, 
check it out.  I 

promise that we will not forget his 
action that cost this post about 
$10,000 per year in Bingo reve-
nues caused by his veto of tax re-
lief for our post.  Nixon feels we 
have almost 30 million dollars to 
make better Internet available to 
rural areas, but we don’t have 1.5 
million to assist veteran groups 
and other non-profit organizations 
from his virtual 100% tax.  I have 
a little more to say on this issue, so 
look in another area for that report. 

If you haven’t checked out the 
web lately, you should.  There are 
a lot of updates and I’ll try and get 
all the officers from all the groups 
updated this month.  Sorry, but my 
time has been a little tight this past 
month and it doesn’t look much 
better for September.  If you have-
n’t been there check out the web at 
www.post639.com or search for 
our post on any web search site 
and you’ll find us. 

From the Web, keep clicking: 

Bill Roark 

ALR Report  

We’re in the middle 
of the riding and 
vacation season.  
There’s been nu-
merous organiza-
tions hosting char-

ity Poker Runs for various worth 
causes and our riders have been 

out there supporting them, repre-
senting all of us with the utmost 
respect.  When you see them wear-
ing the “T-shirts” from those rides, 
thank them for supporting our lo-
cal community and making a pres-
ence on behalf of our post at they 
ride with respect and honor. 

Saturday August 15th, we had 
about a dozen riders head out for a 
ride through the Ozarks by way of 
Mountain Home, AR.  Beautiful 
ride!  No breakdowns, no inci-
dents, no problems.  We couldn’t 
have asked for a more perfect day 
or ride. 

The American Legion Legacy Run 
left from Indianapolis, August 18, 
looping out the east coast and back 
to Louisville, KY where myself 
and Tom & Mary Newsom helped 
raise money for the American Le-
gion Legacy Fund for the kids who 
have lost a parent in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, so they will never pay 
one dime to go to college! 

October 10th, we’re going to host a 
Spaghetti Dinner at the post.  
We’re working on entertainment 
for the evening for a night of danc-
ing and fun for all. 

As the riding season ends and the 
fair weather riders prepare to put 
their bikes in “moth balls”, except 
for me, Jack and Ron, the riders 
will be there to help this post, aux-
iliary and sons with whatever 
event or venue that they are par-
ticipating in or supporting. 

Rider Wisdom:  “Rubber Down, 
Paint Up…..and just keep riding”! 

Mick Dunn, Director 

Nixon Veto’s HB620 

A lot of the officers 
and members of 
Post 639 are very 
upset with Jay 
Nixon.  Most peo-

ple that are upset with politicians 
are most upset because they run on 
solid principles that seem to fit the 
views of a majority of their con-
stituents, but then they legislate 
based on their opinions, not ours.  
There are many jokes made about 
politicians, such as “how can you 
tell a politician is lying? “His lips 
are moving”.  Unfortunately the 
jokes are based on the TRUTH.  
Governor Jay Nixon has proved 
himself to be the rule and not the 
exception that he promised.   As 
everyone at the post knows, I’m a 
constitutional conservative by na-
ture, but I voted for Jay Nixon be-
cause I thought his record 
(especially as Attorney General) 
was based on him doing the best for 
the citizens of Missouri.  I paid at-
tention to the campaigning and de-
cided (as we all do) to vote for him 
as the best choice of the candidates 
available to us.  I could not have 
been more wrong.  Our representa-
tives voted to repeal the 
“motorcycle helmet law” that the 
ALR and rider groups all over the 
state had been lobbying for the past 
10 years.   The governor vetoed that 
with a stroke of his pen saying it 
was “for the good of the people of 
Missouri”.  The governor vetoed 
HB 620 which taxes us at about 
70% on supplies we are required to 
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purchase.  If we spend $25,000 per 
year on required supplies, the state 
of Missouri taxes up $10,000.  Our 
elected representatives voted to 
repeal this stupid tax on non-profit 
organizations, but the Governor 
vetoed it saying “we can’t afford 
to lose that revenue”.  Keep in 
mind we passed the referendum 
that removed the limits on casino’s 
revenue so we would have about 
20 million additional dollars to 
fund education programs, but now 
the governor feels he can’t do 
without the 1.5 million that would 
have been lost to his precious tax 
base.  He says he supports the 
military and veterans and he did a 
tax payer funded “junket/photo 
opportunity” to Iraq and Afghani-
stan to prove it.  Where did all this 
money come from if we have to 
balance the tax base on the backs 
of veteran groups?  We are spend-
ing more money on a stupid bicy-
cle race than we are saving from 
confiscating money from veteran 
groups and other non-profit or-
ganizations. 

What can we do?  Do what I’m 
doing.  Send emails to all our rep-
resentatives regardless of party.  
Tell them we will vote you out of 
office if you don’t do what’s right.  
Send emails to the governor and 
tell him the same thing.  Make 
sure you state that you are a U.S. 
Veteran and we are banding to-
gether to get what we earned the 
right to demand from our govern-
ment. 

That’s all on this issue this month, 
but maybe more next month.  The 
next issue we should attack is the 
VA Medical system and why we 
don’t have a VA Hospital in 
Springfield. 

This is an editorial opinion and 
does not necessarily represent the 
views of Post 639, its officers and 
members. 

Bill Roark 

Chaplain’s Breakfast 
Saturday September 12, 2009 from 
8:00 AM until 11:00 AM 
Bone-in Ham Steak with Eggs, 
Hash Browns, Biscuits & Gravy for 
$7.50.  or Ala Carte,  AYCE Bis-
cuits & Gravy for $3.00 - AYCE 
Pancakes for $3.00 - Sausage order 
for $1.00, Bottomless Coffee for    
$ .75, Milk or Juice for $1.25  

 
Discount Coupon 

Island Green Golf Club 
Highway P between Republic and Clever 

Call 417-732-7622 for Tee Times 

Green Fee Special  -  2 for 1 or 4 for 2 
2 golfers for the price of 1 or 4 golfers for the price of 2 

Good during the month of September, 2009 for American Legion Post 
639 Members and Guests, present this coupon at sign-in. 

www.islandgreengolfclub.com  

Bass Pro Shops  
1935 S Campbell 
Springfield, MO 

417-887-7334 
American Legion Post 639 would like to thank Bass Pro Shops and their 
employees for supporting and sponsoring our post and our activities in-
cluding Remembrance Day 2009.   We would especially like to thank Jeff 
Hayes the Gun Department manager for his assistance with the Gun 
Drawing in May, 2009.  We plan on having another drawing next year.     

Early Bird Party and Spaghetti Dinner 
The Post Commander has authorized an Early Bird Party scheduled for 
Saturday Night, October 10, 2009, scheduled to start at 7:00 PM until 
closing.  Mark you calendars now.  He is scheduling big prizes, drink 
specials and entertainment for those that have paid their 2010 dues (or 
you can pay then) and their guests.  The ALR is planning a Spaghetti 
dinner fund raising event starting at 5 PM to 7 PM or until the food runs 
out that is open to the general public.  More details and spaghetti dinner 
price will be in the October Newsletter and flyers will be at the post. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sept 1 General Meeting - Dinner at 1800 Hours 
and the Meeting will be at 1900 Hours 

Sept 8 SAL Meeting at 7:00 PM 

Sept 12 Chaplain’s Breakfast from 8 to 11 AM 

Sept 19 Fish Fry - 6:00 PM until 9:00 PM 

Sept 19 Karaoke by Chris Foster 9 to 12 PM 

Sept 20 ALR Meeting at 1700 Hours 

Sept 27 Jam Session starting at 1:00 PM ??? 
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